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made in connection with the alteration and reconditioning of farm buildings,
and for the provision of electricity and water supplies.
The reconstruction of an old cowshed undoubtedly presents many
difficulties. It is a comparatively easy task to plan and design a new
building, given a satisfactory site and sufficient capita], but with eld or
existing buildings one is often confronted with the problem of how to make
the best of existing unsatisfactory conditions. Whilst reconstruction may
render a building more satisfactory than previously, it may not be possible,
however adequate the intention, to render the reconstructed building equal
to a new cowshed. Therefore, before any reconstruction scheme is begun,
the cost of the work required should be closely compared with an estimate
for erecting a new cowshed of similar or greater size. If, on comparison, it
is found that the cost of a new building is even slightly more than that of
reconstructing the old one, a discovery which is often made, the alterations
should in ail cases be discarded in favour of starting afresh.
Happily for the producer, it is quite an easy matter in many cases to
carry out reconstruction work at moderate cost, but certain items are
indispensable if satisfactory results are to be obtained. In order of their
importance these are :
(1)  Floors.    Must be impervious and well drained (see page 124).
(2)  Lighting.    Both   natural   and   artificial  lighting  require   the   strictest
attention (see page 120).
(3)  Passages.    The provision of a passage between the walls and the animals
should receive serious consideration (see page 113).
(4)  Manure Stead.    Proper storage of the manure away from the shed is
indispensable (seepage 141).
In quite a number of instances, relatively small alterations only are
required These may consist of improvements to the standings or floor, the
provision of a satisfactory gutter, the removal of wooden divisions and their
substitution by a more suitable type or merely slight improvements to the
lighting and ventilation.
The site of an existing building is often found to be entirely out of
conformity with modern ideas and the buildings may have to be entirely
replanned. In many instances, cowsheds were built with entrances from
manure or stockyards, having in addition the wrong aspect to obtain maxi-
mum light through being hemmed in by buildings. A shed of this type is
illustrated in Fig. 56. Probably the best method of dealing with these
premises would be to erect a new building on the site shown, or conversion
to a covered or partly-covered yard might be considered. Much could also
be done to improve the yard by paving either the whole or a portion of it
and by the provision of more light and ventilation, although the cost of this
would probably be prohibitive.
When any replanning of buildings is undertaken, certain considerations
require attention. The labour problem, which concerns feeding, milking
and the removal of manure, and which is a difficult matter at the present
time, is of primary importance. Generally, it is important that the food
store should form a central feature of the entire building scheme so that the
distances to be travelled by the workers and the time involved are reduced
to a minimum. Feeding passages are not always popular but they save
time as do wide passages where wheeled trucks or carts for the removal of
manure may be used. Storage of feeding-stuffs at high level providing
gravity feed should also be considered, whilst mechanical means of lifting